REGULAR BOARD MEETING



 NOVEMBER 14, 2011


Of the Board of Education of School District No. 61R, Emerson-Hubbard Community Schools, in the County of Dixon, in the State of Nebraska, a/k/a Dixon County School District No. 561, was convened in open and public session at 6:00 o’clock P.M. on the 14th day of November, 2011 in the Elementary School Library in said district.  Board members present: Dion Blanke,  J. J. Morgan, Mary Ann Lussier,  Cindi Stolze, Shari Stork, and Robert Wendte. Board members absent: None. Also present: Superintendent Dr. David Jones, Elementary Principal James Northwick, Board Secretary Nita McCabe, Nancy Casey,  Jennifer Trenhaile, and Brenda Sebade.


Notice of the meeting was given in advance thereof, according to law, by proper publication in the Nebraska Journal Leader, a designated method for giving notice of the School District.  Notice of this meeting was given in advance to all members of the Board of Education.  Availability of the Agenda and purpose of the meeting was communicated in the advance notice of the meeting and in the notice to the members of this meeting. A copy of the open meeting act was posted at the meeting. All proceedings of the Board of Education were taken while the convened meeting was open to the attendance of the public.

Member Stolze moved to approve the agenda.  Member Lussier seconded the motion and, on roll call vote, the following members voted in favor of passage of the same: Stolze, Stork, Wendte, Blanke Lussier, and Morgan.  The following voted against passage of the same: None.  The above motion, having been consented to by more than a majority of the board members of this School District, was declared as passed by the President.

Member Wendte moved to approve the minutes of the Regular Board Meeting held on October 10, 2011; the Treasurer’s report for October, 2011; and the payment of claims for November, 2011.  Member Lussier seconded the motion and, on roll call vote, the following members voted in favor of passage of the same: Stork, Wendte, Blanke, Lussier, Morgan and Stolze. The following voted against passage of the same: None. The above motion, having been consented to by more than a majority of the board members of this School District, was declared as passed by the President.

Member Lussier moved to approve the district technology plan for E-Rate purposes.  Member Morgan seconded the motion and, on roll call vote, the following members voted in favor of passage of the same: Wendte, Blanke, Lussier, Morgan, Stolze, and Stork. The following voted against passage of the same: None. The above motion, having been consented to by more than a majority of the board members of this School District, was declared as passed by the President.

Member Blanke moved to approve the improvements to the weight room as presented. Member Morgan seconded the motion and, on roll call vote, the following members voted in favor of passage of the same: Blanke, Lussier, Morgan, Stork, and Wendte. The following voted against passage of the same: Stolze. The above motion, having been consented to by more than a majority of the board members of this School District, was declared as passed by the President.

Member Lussier moved to approve the Kindergarten Entrance Policy as presented. Member Blanke seconded the motion and, on roll call vote, the following members voted in favor of passage of the same: Lussier, Morgan, Stolze, Stork, Wendte and Blanke. The following voted against passage of the same: None. The above motion, having been consented to by more than a majority of the board members of this School District, was declared as passed by the President.

Administrative Reports:

Elementary Principal James Northwick shared with the Board information concerning the elementary students visiting the Emerson Fire Hall; the response and participation in the fall Parent-Teacher Conferences was good, but we are hoping for a better turn out for the winter conferences.  Red Ribbon Week was held at the elementary building with a variety of activities and I am proud of the participation by the elementary students in the recently held Veteran’s Day assembly.

Superintendent Dr. Jones reported to the Board that he has been contacted by the Nebraska Department of Education regarding the placement of the secondary school of Emerson-Hubbard Schools on a list representing schools in the state that have “Persistently Low Achieving Scores” (PLAS).  Following this notification, Dr. Jones, Mr. Koch and Mr. Northwick have spent much time addressing this issue. Dr. Jones has contacted the ESU #1 and they will serve as a resource in this matter; Mr. Koch held a building-wide assembly with staff and students and addressed the subject as well as plans for improvement; a presentation by John Baylor focused on students doing their best each day, taking pride in themselves and their actions, preparing for the ACT Test and plans to attend post secondary education; and numerous staff members are and will attend workshops such as “Check 4 Learning” in regard to the Nebraska State Standard Test.  Dr. Jones stated that a plan is in place and changes have been and will continue to be made to more forward from this point to improve test scores. School-wide pride along with commitment and involvement are essential to continue to improve.

On 11-11-11, a Veteran’s Day Program was held.  This program was delivered by the secondary student council as well as contributions from the elementary student council, secondary band, and involvement of individuals from the community. This presentation was well thought through and carried out in a respectful manner.  The students did a super job and we are all proud of the student body.


Member Morgan moved to adjourn the meeting. Member Lussier seconded the motion and, on roll call vote, the following members voted in favor of passage of the same: Morgan, Stolze,  Stork, Wendte Blanke, and Lussier. The following voted against passage of the same: None. The above motion, having been consented to by more than a majority of the board members of this School District, was declared as passed by the President.

The meeting was duly adjourned at 6:50 o’clock P.M. on this 141h day of November, 2011.

BY: ___________________________



         




President of the Board of








Education of this School District

ATTEST:_______________________________


Secretary of the Board of

Education of this School District

